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EDITORIAL 


But Wisdom Is Justified 
of Her Children 


“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypo- 
crites! for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven 
against men: for ye neither go in yourselves, 
neither suffer ye them that are entering to 
go in.” 


“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypo- 
crites! for ye compass sea and land to make 
one proselyte, and when he is made, you make 
him two-fold more the child of hell than your- 
selves.” 


* * * * e 


“The same day came to him the Sadducees, 
which say there is no resurrection, 7". 
Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do 
err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the power 


of God.” 


One of the strangest phenomena of our time 
is the continued unrelenting attacks on the New 
York Crusade. These attacks are coming from 
the extremes within Christendom — from the 
modern Sadducees who deny the supernatural 
and the validity of the new birth as described 
in the Bible and experienced by countless mil- 
lions down through the ages, and from the mod- 
ern Pharisees who compass land and sea to find 
some item for which they can criticize the 
evangelist. 


On the one hand we see some apparently 
soliciting criticisms from known liberals and 
Modernists. 


On the other we see some so-called Christian 
magazines filling their pages with articles and 
letters trying to show why Mr. Graham is wrong. 


To put it frankly, if Mr. Graham and the 
Gospel which he preaches are right, then the 
extreme liberalism is so wrong that a complete 
reversal of policy and content of preaching is 
demanded. At the same time, if Mr. Graham 
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is right in his policy (one followed by Moody, 
Torrey and all other great evangelists), then 
the detractors on the right, and which seem to 
exist for and thrive on attacking Christian 
brothers, are also discredited. 


Not in decades has anything developed within 
Protestantism which has caused such a furor. 
One liberal paper accuses Mr. Graham of re- 
viving fundamentalism and mentions the so- 
called “five doctrines,” long in dispute by some 
liberals — the virgin birth, infallibility of the 
Scriptures, physical resurrection of the Lord, the 
substitutionary blood atonement and the return 
of Christ (all clearly taught in the Scriptures), 
and goes on to enunciate this gem: “They may 
not all be preached in every sermon (by Mr. 
Graham), but they are never contradicted.” 
Should Mr. Graham fail to affirm these doc- 
trines, or should he deny them, his ministry 
would wither as a severed vine and the power 
of God’s Spirit depart from him as surely as 
it has departed from those who have themselves 
turned to another gospel. 


Over against the frantic (and there is no 
other word to adequately describe the attitude 
of these liberals) criticism of Mr. Graham, his 
message, his methods, his organization, his re- 
sults, his every move, is the equally frantic 
attitude of the religious journals of some €x- 
treme fundamentalists. To these extremists 
there is but one perfect church and they repre- 
sent its perfections. They fail to realize that 
no church is perfect and while rightly recog: 
nizing and deploring the secularization and 
even infidelity which has crept into the church 
in many places they affirm that the only “scrip- 
tural” thing to do is to pull out and pull off. 
Pulling out tares can prove a tragic occupation 
when the wheat is also plucked up. 


While we cannot speak with any authority 
for Mr. Graham we are convinced that he looks 
at the Church as a whole and at the lost world as 
a great host of people for whom Christ died. 
He obviously feels that he can accomplish bis 
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greatest good through the channel of the visible 
Church. His one unswerving demand is that 
he shall be permitted to preach the Gospel as 
revealed in the Scriptures. He welcomes all who 
will cooperate on the basis of an unrestricted 
message. Furthermore, he believes that those 
who are genuinely converted have had this ex- 
perience through the work of the Holy Spirit 
and he endeavors to do everything possible 
to see that they shall grow in knowledge of 
Christ and His Word. 


Some converts go into churches where the 
ministry is cold, indifferent and even hostile. 
This has been compared to “placing live baby 
chicks under a dead hen.” But by the grace of 
God many of these go on to, themselves, become 
a spiritual blessing to a dead church. 


One pastor recently complained because some 
of the converts he had seen were “confused.” 
Tragically enough, it is the pastor who is him- 
self confused, and many a pastor will have to 
answer for his own failure to lead these babes 
in Christ on to a fuller knowledge of the One 
for whom they have decided. 


Over against these cold churches are those 
who have “separated” from everything except 
themselves and a spirit of criticism and self- 
righteousness. The leaders of these groups cry 
to high heaven because some making decisions 
in Mr. Graham’s meetings go to “the church 
of their choice” which may be far from that 
which it should be, but they fail to see that a 
Church of lovelessness, criticism and spiritual- 
pride is equally unfitted for true spiritual 
growth. 


Out of the New York meetings and of its 
accompanying furor of criticism from both Sad- 
ducees and Pharisees great good can come. To 
the former there can come a realization that 
the Gospel they deny, the doctrines they affirm 
to have been “irrelevant” for more than a gen- 
eration, are still the power of God unto salva- 
tion to those who believe. To the latter there 
can come as a blinding light the fact that a 
gospel and an interpretation of the gospel which 
lacks love (and even common Christian cour- 
tesies and decency), has nothing in common 
with the Gospel of Jesus Christ and would be 
as roundly condemned by our Lord today as 


was the doctrine of the Pharisees of His own 
time, 


The writer has been actively associated with 
the controversies of the Church for many years. 


Without exception he affirms his uncomprom- 
ising belief in the accuracy and the authority 
of the Scriptures as honestly interpreted. He 
believes there is a tragic lack of spiritual power 
in much of contemporary preaching and teach- 
ing because basic Christian doctrines are being 
denied or ignored. He also believes that a 
return to honest biblical preaching and teach- 
ing will bring with it such an outpouring of 
God’s Holy Spirit upon the Church that men 
will marvel that they have been so blind and 
so full of human pride for so long. 


We believe that this happy and needed change 
will come through prayer, faithful witnessing 
and a Spirit-empowered living of the Gospel 
and that unbelief on the one hand and spiritual 
pride and lack of love on the other are the 
great deterrents to such a revival. 


For that reason we believe that Christians 
should work and pray that the Gospel shall 
be preached in its fullness, that men shall hear 
this Gospel and that the Holy Spirit will take 
it and change the hearts and minds and lives 
of all, be they Sadducees or Pharisees. 


Christ told the Sadducees they erred because 
they knew neither the Scriptures nor the power 
of God. He told the Pharisees they were hypo- 
crites because they were more concerned about 
their own man-made philosophies than His 
eternal truth. 


The best of us is but a sinner saved by grace 
and that is all we can ever hope to be. Any- 
thing which will bring men to see Christ as 
their only Saviour is something in which we 
should rejoice and for which we should pray. 


The prayer of the psalmist should be our 
prayer: 


“Search me, O God, and know my heart: try 
me and know my thoughts and see if there be 
any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way 
everlasting.” 


—L.N.B. 





Does Paul’s Prayer Follow 
the Order of Pentecost? 


In reviewing the great prayer of the Apostle 
for the Church in Ephesians 3, there seems to be 
a parallel to the events of Pentecost. Whether 
this is due to any intention of either writer, or is 
simply the order that the analogy of the faith 
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properly takes is not of supreme moment. These 
two witnesses indicate that this is a good order 
for the praying and blessing of our congregations. 


1. Paul prays that the Father would strengthen 
the congregation with might by His Spirit in the 
inner man, 3:16. Even so in Acts 1:14 the disciples 
with one accord continue stedfast in prayer. More- 
over, these were praying for the promise of the 
Holy Spirit according to the promise of Christ, 
Acts 1:5; Lk. 24:49. And the Apostle speaks in 
Ephesians of the Holy Spirit as the object or 
content of the promise, 1:13. In other words 
prayer in both cases was based on the promise of 
the Father to give the Spirit, and it was for the 
fulfillment of the promise. In answer to prayer 
the Spirit was given on the day of Pentecost, 
Acts 2, and Paul prayed for the same blessing 
for the Ephesians. 


2. The granting of the Spirit will mean that 


Christ dwells in our hearts, Eph. 3:17. In Acts 
2 the ascended Jesus poured forth the Holy Spirit 
and filled the hearts and mouths of the Apostles 
as they bore witness to Him. “They ceased not 
to preach and to teach Jesus Christ.” 


3. With the indwelling of Christ the saints 
are to be rooted and grounded in love and able 
to comprehend the fourfold extent of Christ’s 
purpose of love, Eph. 3:17b-18, 19a. In Acts 
the Church reaches out te take in 3,000 and to 
preach the Gospel to representatives gathered from 
over half of the known or Roman world. As a 
result of the coming of the Spirit love flooded their 
souls and they had all things in common. Some 
freely sold their possessions and gave the proceeds 
for the poor. 


4. Finally, they were to be filled with all the 
fullness of God, Eph. 3:19b. There is no finer 
picture in human life of men filled with the full- 
ness of God than the account of the primitive 
disciples in Acts 2:46f. They are stedfast in apos- 
tolic doctrine, taking what God gives with gladness 
and singleness of heart, praising God and having 
favor with all the people—The Lord adding dail) 
those who were being saved. 


W.C.R. 
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God Makes No Mistakes 


“Woe unto him that striveth with his Maker! 
Let the potsherds strive with the potsherds oj 
the earth. Shall the clay say to him that 
fashioneth it, What makest thou? or thy work, 
He hath no hands (handles)” 

Isaiah 45:9 


“Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest 
against God? Shall the thing formed say to 
him that formed it, Why hast thou made me 
thus?” 

Romans 9:2() 


One of the difficulties of our time is_ that 
man presumes to sit in judgment on God and 
in so doing sets himself up as to the arbiter 
of God's righteousness. 


Eliphaz, speaking to Job, tells of a vision he 
experienced and a voice which said: “Shall mor- 
tal man be more just than God? shall a ma 
be more pure than his maker?” 


It is popular in some circles today to ques- 
tion God's dealings with Pharaoh, His actions in 
commanding the destruction of the Canaanites, 
His portrayal as a God of war, etc., etc. The 
fallacy of such questioning is that man thereby 
puts himself in the place of God, assuming that 
he knows as much as God and that he is as 
righteous as God. Carrying such a position to 
its logical conclusion man could then blame 
God for all of the sorrow and suffering in the 
world. 


There are mysteries in this world which we 
can never fathom this side of eternity. The 
holiness of God must be accepted along with 
His omnipotence and omniscience. Man sees 
the immediate, God sees all of eternity. It is 
not for us to question God’s acts, nor are we 
to interpret them in the light of our meagre 
experience or of our limited outlook. 


God makes no mistakes. 
— mR 
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Are We Going To Let Our Young People 
Be Brain Washed Like This? 


By Paul D. Hastings 


On July 12, 1957, the Secretaries of the Board 
of Christian Education and the Board of Church 
Extension sent a letter to every Minister in our 
Church saying that they did not approve or 
disapprove of nine books on racial relations, 
which they named, which had previously been 
sent out on a list as being available for study 
and were on sale at the Presbyterian book stores. 


The letter also stated, “However, we do be- 
lieve that, in some cases, they deal with racial 
matters in a way that does not represent the 
best approach to the problem. In fact, the pro- 
motion of some of these books in the tension 
filled situation which now exists in many areas 
of the Church could have the very opposite ef- 
fect of what we feel sure those who planned 
them desired to accomplish.” 


These Secretaries are to be commended for 
warning the members of our Church against 
such race mixing propaganda and false teaching 
which is found in these books. For example, 
the one by Alphenfels, “Sense & Nonsense About 
Race,” stated on page 14. “There are many 
people who do not know the facts because they 
have not been taught them at home or at school 
or at church. They do not know the facts about 
the development of man if they ask, ‘Is it true 
that man has descended from the ape?’ Scientists 
teach today not that man descended from the 
ape but that both man and ape have a common 
ancestor millions of years back, believed by many 
to be the Dryopithecus or Oak Leaf ape, so 
named because one of its first teeth ever found 
had an oak leaf attached to it.” 


Is it out of order for the members of our 
Church to ask, Why do our Presbyterian book 
stores stock and sell such trash as this? 


The Editor of the Presbyterian Outlook tells 
of his unhappiness about these Secretaries send- 
ing out this letter of warning to the Ministers, 
by criticizing them for it in an editorial in 
his issue of August 5. However, the Editor 
of the Outlook evidently finds some satisfaction 
that two books by staff members of our Board of 
Christian Education were not mentioned in the 
letter as he stated in the editorial, “The Secre- 
taries evidently found no fault with some of 
the books on the year’s list for they did not raise 
a question mark about YOUR GUIDE ON 
RACE RELATIONS, Sara Little; WHAT CAN 
WE DO? Ruth D. See—both written by Presby- 
terlan, U. S., authors.” 
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It is difficult to understand why these books, 
one by Ruth D. See, who until this past July 15, 
was for a number of years Editor in Chief of the 
young people’s material in our Church, and 
the other by Sara Little, who is still on the staff, 
are not included as they are just as bad as the 
ones on the list, were published by the same 
firm, and promoted with the others in a packet- 
deal. 


Let us analyze the contents of WHAT CAN 
WE DO, by Ruth D. See. The main purpose 
of this book is to encourage and show our 
young people how to bring about integration of 
the races in the Church, the Schools and all of 
the life in the community. 


On page 28, our young people are told that 
they should take an inventory of themselves 
to see if they are really Christian in their atti- 
tudes toward members of another race, and six- 
teen questions are given for such an inventory. 
The last two questions are: 


“15. How would I feel if my brother or sister 
were to marry someone of another race? 


16. Would I consider marrying someone of 
another race?” 


On page 37 the young people are urged to 
contact and make friends of members of other 
races; “As part of the church, young people 
may not only look for constructive interracial 
projects in their community, but also help to 
make the church a genuinely Christian fellow- 
ship, concerned for all people.” 


“Establish contacts with people of different 
racial and cultural backgrounds. Our study will 
be effective if we can make it a part of our 
experience. Your church leaders will help your 
group arrange meetings with young people of 
other groups, which will make you aware of 
their hopes and aspirations and quicken your 
knowledge of our common humanity. Individual 
contacts are also significant. We should seek 
opportunities to widen our circle of friends.” 
“If we mean business, we shall not be content 
with a mere gesture of good will, but we shall 
look for a significant activity.” 


On page 43 they are urged to attend 
interracial conferences: “1. WE CAN AT- 


TEND CONFERENCES THAT ARE INTER- 
RACIAL. Of all the interracial experiences 
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contributed for this Booklet, a conference ex- 
perience was most frequently mentioned. Some- 
times the conference has been completely inte- 
grated. Sometimes a small group of young peo- 
ple of another race have attended. Sometimes 
there have been counselors or other adult lead- 
ers of a race different from that of most of 
the young people present.” 


On page 48, the young people are advised 
not to let the older generation, church officers, 
nor their parents block their Christian convic- 


try requesting gifts to help the NAACP enforce 
the Supreme Court decision concerning integra- 
tion in the South. She has been affiliated with 
a number of organizations which have been 
listed by government agencies as being Commu- 
nist fronts. 


Another book recommended to our young 
people, in order that they might be truly Chris- 
tian in race relations, by Miss See is FAMOUS 
NEGRO MUSIC MAKERS, by Langston 
Hughes. In order that the members of our 
















































tions about race relations; “Before you take Church might see clearly the type individuals I 
your second step ree perhaps before you take that our young people are being urged to listen r 
your first — you may come up against a solid to and follow, I call attention to the most 0 
fact that you may as well face: young people blasphemous thing I have ever read concerning 

and the older generation do not always see our Lord Jesus Christ which was written by d 
eye to eye on this question of race relations. the above Negro poet, Langston Hughes. It h 
We might add on a number of other matters is captioned, a 
as well. One adult leader writes: “The major : “ay de C 
problems so far as seniors and older youth GOODBYE, CHRIST 

are concerned are the church officials who do By Langston Hughes cl 
not seem ready to take the step.’ Another writes: \ tl 
‘Almost every week I have a serious conversation It is too rotten and blasphemous for us to P 
with some young person who has come into quote in the Journal. tt 
Seen tae rar naar thio’ Rca ber The other book written by Sara Little, h 
=e peaiege Teh hey Bes naayhacrcar te pee Resta YOUTH GUIDE ON RACE RELATIONS, § = 
7 Cae pak esi iNaKd Ra meal Re neal tells how Ruth Douglas See’s Book WHAT §f u 
meas babe rea toreldeal Surrender, Cven with fam- CAN WE DO can be put into practice in our dle 
i cas Church with suggested activities and programs. 

On page 53, the NAACP and other main race An ca ay of this ‘oy is not Se baggese in a of 
mixing organizations are recommended as lead- a9 ae 4" Nig ee ee af 
ing the fight for integration and commended SR en See, SPS th 
for their efforts. All of the above is an illustration of the lack _ 

Sale Saal , of judgment of such “Crusaders,” and the way 
Ye a _ hor rt gp whee empire of they are used by the most radical individuals te 
me To hel oe La "aie ih carga ew and groups in the country to help them accom- re 

mater of why. and how, integration should be Pls their own, objectives, Ist any. ond 
accomplished. Among them are the nine books ? pi 
which: the Sicratarics named in their letter propaganda for race mixing and other radical je 
Among the others are ARMED WITH FAITH. ideas, such as the one suggested to the young be 
mis Many McLeod Bethu tae aby een pag try people for their youth rallies last spring, that oa 
r . * ee Cassa “oa S Rabe ie] they invite a Catholic priest and Jewish rabbi th 
oe in Mcleod me aca seg tl yt to speak to them on “freedom of religion’? 

S Mary IMCL é é ir 0) 
the NAACP, a Negress writer for the Daily Is it any wonder that this brought a protest the 
Worker, 30 Communist Listings. Another book, from laymen all over our Church and other esc 
NOW IS THE TIME, by Lillian Smith who protests about the contents of the Sunday School she 
wrote “Strange Fruit,” a book concerning sex materials? Isn’t it time for the members of our Cor 
and race mixing which isn’t fit to read. Lillian Church to wake up, and do some cleaning up, bir 
Smith has mailed out letters all over the coun- in our Church? see 
an 
me 
Selhaven, * High academic standard: me 
* Strong in the faith let 
iS | 
* Select student bod 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI cask a A ni 
Write To * Fine program of recreation and activities am 
. t 

McFERRAN CROWE, President * Reasonable in cost . 
A Four-Year Co-Educational College Owned by The Synod of Mississippi not 
Tec 















THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 








ee eee 


_co 




















Text: “I take you to record this day, that 
[am pure from the blood of all men. For I have 
not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel 
of God (Acts 20:26,27) . 


J. Here speaks Paul in his awareness of the 
dreadful end of the wicked. And in so doing 
he leads the mind to consider that revelation 
also concerns itself with God’s judgment and 
God's reward. 












Paul is saying farewell to the elders of the 
church at Ephesus. He views his ministry in 
that city after the suggestion of Ezekiel 33:7-11. 
Paul is God’s watchman. If he fails to warn, 
the wicked who die in their sins are in a sense 
his responsibility. The warning given, the watch- 
man is without blame when the wicked fall 


under the judgment of God. Their doom is 
deserved. 
























It is a heavy phrase Paul uses: “the blood 
of all men.” We are made to see that the 
apostle always worked under a foreboding sense 
that an awful penalty would befall the unheed- 
ing and impenitent. 





























Let us now explore the field of Scripture 


teaching to which the apostle leads us by this 
reminder. 














When we talk about the last things or, to 
speak technically, eschatology, three major sub- 
jects must be discussed: the intermediate state 
between death and the resurrection, the second 
coming of the Lord, and the final judgment and 
the eternal state. 


There are no more controversial subjects than 
these in theology. Indeed it is impossible to 
escape controversy in any field of thought. Nor 
thould one try to. The Christian is positively 
committed to truth. This of necessity involves 
him in standing against error. Let him only 
ek to take his stand in a spirit of fairness 
and of good will. But let him take his stand. 


A. What a range of opposing ideas do we 
meet when considering the subject of the inter- 
mediate state. There is the Russellite or the 
lchovah’s Witness with his insistence that man 
is nothing but body. When he dies, conscious 
‘xistence ceases, only to return if he is found 
among those to be resurrected at the end of 
the age. There is the Seventh Day Adventist 
with his teaching that at death the soul sleeps, 
lot to awaken to consciousness until the resur- 
tection. (The Advent Christian position is the 
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The Reformed Doctrine of 
The Last Things 


By Rev. Robert Strong, S.T.D. 


(Address delivered at Annual Meeting of Journal Supporters, 
Weaverville, N. C., August 14, 1957) 


same at this point.) There is the Romanist, 
committed to the notion that the Christian is 
too good to go to Hell, not good enough to go 
to Heaven, so that he must pass through purga- 
torial fire proportioned in its intensity and 
duration to the heinousness of his post-baptismal 
sins. Each at odds with the other, they unite 
in their treatment of such Scriptures as the 
promise made by the Lord to the penitent thief. 
To avoid its embarrassing suggestion that the 
saved go at once to Heaven after death, the 
Russellite, the Adventist, and the Romanist have 
the Lord say: “Verily I say unto thee today, 
thou shalt be with me in paradise.” The shift 
of the comma’s position of course will not do. 
Jesus never said the merely obvious. Obviously 
He was speaking to the thief that day. And it 
is clear He was promising that the thief should 
that very day be with his newly acknowledged 
Lord in paradise. 


The Scriptural view is that the death of the 
body releases the soul for continued conscious 
existence in another sphere. The wicked are 
turned into Hell. The souls of the righteous 
are at their death made perfect in holiness and 
are at once received into glory. The account 
of the rich man and Lazarus as given in Luke 
16:18-31 compels this conclusion. Supporting 
it are Stephen’s dying testimony (Acts 7:54-60) , 
Paul’s expressed longing to leave the fleshly 
existence that he might depart and be with 
Christ (Philippians 1:23,24), the frequent ref- 
erences in the Book of Revelation to the souls 
of the redeemed in Heaven. 


B. When we come to the subject of the Lord’s 
return, it is again to find a wide variation of 
opinion. I should like to urge that a particular 
prophetic scheme ought not to be made the 
test of Christian fellowship. We must hold in 
common that the Lord Jesus Christ is personally, 
visibly, and gloriously coming again to this earth 
from Heaven. The complex of events surround- 
ing His return we can leave in the area of 
friendly discussion, however, agreeing to dis- 
agree on these details of prophecy if need be. 


Four points of view are to be distinguished, 
depending in general on the interpretation taken 
of the thousand-year period mentioned in the 
twentieth chapter of Revelation. 


1. Historic premillennialism has held that 
the return of Christ precedes the thousand years 
of Revelation 20. Christ will come openly, will 
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transform living believers, will raise the bodies 
of the sainted dead to the life of the resurrec- 
tion, will gather the whole Church to Himself 
in the air, will overthrow Antichrist, will usher 
in an earthly, millennial kingdom. At the end 
of the thousand-year reign of Christ there will 
be a rebellion against the Lord led by Satan 
in his last despairing gasp. After this revolt 
has been put down, the final judgment will be 
held, and the eternal state will -ensue. 


2. Modern premillennialism, a variation con- 


ceived by J. N. Darby (about 1830) and popu- 
larized, for example by the Scofield Reference 
Bible, holds that the coming of Christ will be 
in two stages. First He will come in the air to 
call to resurrection the righteous dead, to trans- 
form living believers, and to catch away the 
whole Church to be with Him. Then follows 
a seven-year period of tribulation. Antichrist 
will come forth. Great judgments will plague 
the impenitent mass of mankind. The tribula- 
tion will be punctuated by the visible appear- 
ing of the Lord. He will come to the earth, 
with His saints, overthrow Antichrist at Arma- 
geddon, judge the nations, enter upon His mil- 
lenial reign. 


3. To the post-millennialist the coming of 
Christ is to follow the thousand-year period of 
Revelation 20. This view sees the world as 
to be eventually all but Christianized. Follow- 
ing an age of glorious Gospel success, Christ 
will come to a converted world. The judgment 
will occur. The eternal state will begin. 


4. The amillennial view from its name might 
be thought to hold that there will be no mil- 
lennium at all. But this is not so. The amil- 
lennial view is that Revelation 20 is not to be 
understood in terms of a 1000-year rule by 
Christ and His saints over a world peopled by 
unbelievers. The 1000-year rule is a rule not 
from an earthly capital but from Heaven. In 
outline the amillennial scheme is as follows: 
the age draws to its close in apostasy; Anti- 
christ arises to head the final rebellion against 
Christ and His Word; the Lord suddenly, visibly, 
gloriously appears; the sainted dead are resur- 
rected, living believers are transformed, receiving 
in an instant the life of the resurrection, the 
whole Church rising to meet the Lord in the 
air; a fiery overthrow is visited upon Anti- 
christ and all his followers, the earth itself 
undergoing destruction by fire; the wicked dead 
are raised; the final judgment is held at the 
Great White Throne; the unsaved go to eternal 
doom; in a new heaven and a new earth the 


Lord’s people enter the perfect life of the eternal 
state. 


I realize that it is not enough simply to state 
competing views. One must not hesitate to 
voice his own convictions. I am unhesitating 
in advocating the essential correctness of the 
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amillennial interpretation of Scripture. The 
Westminster standards do not deal with mil- 
lennialism as such. But their form of state. 
ment in dealing with the return of Christ and 
the judgment entirely harmonizes with amillen- 
nialism. (As soon as I say this I add that pre. 
millennialists and postmillennialists are not im. 
peached in their loyalty to the system of doc. 
trine set forth in the Westminster standards 
by reason of their millennial views. It has al- 
ways been held that at this point the ordination 
vow explicitly requires acceptance of the doc- 
trine of the personal return of Christ but not 
commitment to a particular prophetic scheme.) 
It is incumbent that I also indicate, though 
perforce very briefly, what it is in Scripture that 
compels me to take the amillennial position. 
To my mind the passages that deal in detail 
with the Lord’s coming require this view. | 
refer, for example, to Matthew 13:37-43, II Thes- 
salonians 1, Il Peter 3. Consistently the New 
Testament teaches that the Lord’s return means 
blessing to the saved, the end of all opportunity 
for the unsaved. Coming not to a converted 
world but to one in spiritual decline, Christ 
makes an end of wickedness, institutes the final, 
the general judgment, and introduces the eternal 
order. 


C. The issue of human destiny must now 
engage us. Here the debate is between those 
who stand upon the confessional position that 
part of mankind will be eternally lost (because 
of their sins and impenitence the lost will be 
forever in a place of punishment) and _ those 
who hold that all of mankind, and even the 
Devil and his angels (should it be that the Devil 
has real existence), will in the end be brought 
back to God and admitted to eternal bliss. 


Passing notice may be taken of the idea of 
conditional immortality, that only those who 
trust in Christ will have another life after these 
earthly years. Related is the theory that the 
wicked will in the end be annihilated. Both 
of these heresies founder and go down when 
they run upon the judgment passages, which are 
perfectly clear on the point that the saved and 
the lost have at least this in common, a 
eternity of conscious existence. 


Do the saved and the lost come at last to 
the same place and the same happiness, how- 
ever? 


Karl Barth makes an equivocal answer (0 
this question. He seems to open the way (0 
the idea of universal salvation when he holds 
that Christ is the elect of God and that mam 
kind is elect in Christ. But, as G. C. Berkouwel 
brings out, this is not of particular significance, 
for in Barth’s eschatology the idea of continu 
ing existence in a world beyond this one } 
denied. The wicked die under judgment; tht 
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justified die to be “eternalized” in God. As 
the being “eternalized” is set in contrast with 
the idea of continuity of existence, it is doubt- 
ful that Barth can be of help to either side 
in the debate on human destiny. Barth teaches 
that “God is my beyond,” but in opposing im- 
mortality he leaves the plain path of Scripture. 


Some men, like Nels Ferre, approach the 
issue in terms of the invincible love of God. 
In departing from the method of exegesis of 
Scripture in favor of rationalizing, they part 
company with the Bible-believing. Those who 
accept the Bible as God’s Word and therefore 
as fully true quickly see the fallacy in building 
a theological structure on a one-sided view of 
the attributes of God. God is love, but He is 
holy love. He has revealed His purpose to 
punish sin. This the settled necessity of His 
Holiness is not a contradiction of His love. He 
both loves and He judges. Men who for their 
sins and impenitence are rejected in His judg- 
ment are finally rejected. Matthew 25, Revela- 
tion 20, Romans 2 do not leave this teaching 
open to question. 


At times the increasing tendency we see 
abroad today toward the universalist theory 
comes disturbingly near our own Southern Pres- 
byterian door. One of our magazines published 
a while back a sermon by Dr. Emory W. Luc- 
cock from which the following quotation is 


taken: “It seems to me completely clear that 
whatever torment is to be experienced on the 
other side of death by anyone, is bound to be 
redemptive, both in its intent and its effect. 
It will not be punishment. It will be purging. 
And in the end, God will have to win.” A\l- 
though this position is inviting to human rea- 
son, although we shrink, because we love our 
fellows, from the necessity of preaching the 
doctrine of doom, we must hold with the Re- 
formed teaching: “The punishments of sin in 
the world to come are everlasting separation 
from the comfortable presence of God... ” 
(Larger Catechism, Q. 29). 


As ministers and witness-bearing laymen let 
us refuse to be daunted as we seek to imitate 
Paul in warning of the wrath to come. The 
emphasis given in our theology to the doctrine 
of judgment is due to its repeated treatment 
by the Lord Jesus Himself. We dare not try 
to be wiser than our Master. If anyone says 
that our appeal is unworthy, playing as it does 
upon human fear, we reply that fear too has 
its beneficial uses. The surgeon who diagnoses 
an operable malignancy and counsels an im- 
mediate excision plays upon fear, but in order 
to save life and bring health. Many, many are 
those who can testify that the warnings of 
Scripture played a major role in bringing them 
to the place of trust in the merit and saving 
work of Christ. 
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II. In our text Paul confesses his personal 
obligation to give the Gospel to the lost. He 
insists that as God’s watchman he has labored 
under the burden of needing to be faithful in 
warning the wicked of coming judgment. 


The burden he felt should be upon our own 
spirits too. With some justice we who believe 
the Bible teaching on judgment are rebuked 
by those who do not believe it. If we really 
believed what we say we do, the challenge runs, 
we should have no time for rest, no time for 
play, no time for anything but a persistent, 
insistent sounding of the warning of peril. Now 
the human spirit is not a bow that can accept 
so tight a stringing up. Nevertheless we too 
must feel ourselves debtors to the lost. We 
owe them the Gospel of salvation through 
Christ’s blood. So we must live a consistent 
Christian life and not be stumbling-blocks. So 
we must pray for Christian workers and causes 
everywhere and not just our own families and 
immediate interests. So we must give our tithes 
to the Lord’s work and not rob that work of 
the financial sinews desperately needed. So we 
must invite folk to come to hear the Gospel 
and not pass them indifferently by. So we 
must be ready to give a reason for the hope that 
is in us and not be helplessly mute. 


III. In our text speaks also Paul’s awareness 
of the importance of preaching the Gospel in 
its fullness. He was at pains those years in 
Ephesus to declare “all the counsel of God.” 
He was not content with taking a few basic 
truths, refusing to go beyond them for fear that 
some might find him deep or hard to follow. 


Paul preached the Triune God. Paul preached 
the incarnation. Paul preached the atoning 
blood of Calvary. Paul preached the bodily res- 
urrection of Christ. Paul preached salvation 
by grace through faith. He preached these great 
basic verities in the context of a comprehensive 
system. He preached the Triune God who made 
a plan and covenant in the eternity before the 
world was, who purposed the creation of a race 
in his image, who decreed to permit the fall 
into sin, who designed to save out of a ruined 
race a people whose number and names He 
knew before, who covenanted with His eternal 
Son that He the Son should be the Redeemer 
of that people and for His obedience in that 
office should receive high exalting. Paul 
preached the Old Testament as sober history. 
Paul preached the equality of the Son with the 
Father. Paul preached the humiliation of the 
Son, that He was made man, that He obeyed, 
that He died a propitiatory sacrifice for sin; 
and then that He was raised from the grave, that 
He has been exalted to be the Head over all 
things. Paul preached the doctrine of the Holy 
Spirit: that He is a divine person, that He has 
given us the Scripture as God’s infallible Word, 
that He regenerates the elect so that they who 
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were dead in sin may now exercise saving trust 
in Christ, that He dwells in the believer to 
help him die more and more to sin and live 
more and more unto righteousness, that He will 
quicken the body too at the last day so that 
the whole man may realize the purpose of 
redemption. Paul preached the coming in power 
and glory of the Lord Jesus, the final judgment, 
the doom of the wicked, the everlasting blessed- 
ness of the Lord’s people in a new world — 
the fit environment for those destined to inherit 
the glorious liberty of the children of God. 


Paul did not want his converts only to wade 
in the shallows. He desired them to know also 
the depths of truth. He must have thought 
they would be better Christians so. He must 
have thought they would be better witnesses 
so. He told Timothy to preach the Word. 
Clearly he wants Christians to study the Word, 
the whole Word. For one thing, they will do 
better in their imperative task of giving the 
Gospel to the lost. 





The Sun and the Moon Stood Still 
By J. V. N. Talmage, B.E. 
No. 6 DILEMMA OF CHRISTIAN PROFESSOR 


In this day of high specialization in science, 
the normal professor, a Doctor of Philosophy, 
moves in a very restricted field. The amount 
of scientific knowledge is so vast that one per- 
son can be proficient only in a very minute 
section of the whole field. A doctor in the Uni- 
versity of Chicago put it this way to the writer: 
Scientists know more and more about less and 
less until at last they know everything about 
nothing. 


Under such circumstances what is the highly 
specialized “leading Old Testament scholar” to 
do? The most natural course for him is to 
take the word of the “leading scholar” in the 
field from which he desires information. Unless 
he thoroughly accepts the Bible he has no gauge 
by which to judge the religious prejudice of 
the “leading scholar,” for he has neither time 
nor training to investigate the validity of con- 
clusions in another field. 


If there were alternate systems he might 
choose, but in the field of our discussion there 
is no alternate as yet accepted, for all the lead- 
ing prehistorians reject the Bible. 


When the writer presented his paper to the 
American Scientific Affiliation last year, in 
the limited time available he outlined the 
system which was in accord with the Bible. It 
was new to everyone and the reception was 
divided. Dr. James O. Buswell III, professor 
of anthropology at Wheaton College, criticized 
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the paper for the statement that back of certain 
scientific theories was a materialistic philosophy, 
and that the archeologists arranged their ma- 
terial to support their philosophy. Dr. Bus. 
well went on to say that he had found the 
anthropologists honest and he was sure they did 
not distort facts to suit any philosophy. 


Dr. Buswell was so confident of his position 
that he had published in Christian Life, a con- 
servative paper, an article supporting the ex- 
aggerated chronology of the “leading anthropol- 
ogists.” He named five fossil skeletons which 
he claimed were from 200,000 to 500,000 years 
old. (Geophysics shows they were not over 
10,000 years on the average.) But to the writer 
the most surprising claim was that such dating 
was consistent with the Bible. It was because 
of the obvious inconsistency of the dates with 


Scripture that the writer began this investiga- 
tion. 


The reply of the writer to Dr. Buswell’s 
criticism above was that unbelieving scientists 
like all other unbelievers, have not been “born 
again,” and consequently have no spiritual 
horizon. They are bound, if honest, to arrange 
facts according to the only horizon they know, 
the materialistic. The writer, like Dr. Buswell, 
has found that the anthropologists were sincere, 
and from a materialistic standpoint have done 
good work, but he knows their psychological 
reactions and expects to find large figures in 
their books. 


How does Dr. Buswell reconcile a material- 
istic dating with a spiritual Bible? He notes 
that in there two genealogies in Genesis, it 
is generally admitted that generations are miss- 
ing. He argues that it is just as logical to sup- 
pose a thousand are missing as a few, and that 
therefore 200,000 to 600,000 years are not con- 
trary to Scriptures. As yet we do not know 
the exact meaning of the genealogies, and the 
text is uncertain, so one cannot be arbitrary. 
Just recently the writer has begun to see the 
meaning of the postdiluvian genealogy and to 
understand the pattern by which the compiler 
of the genealogy selected the names given. 


We who trust the Bible should not accept 
materialistic theories by juggling the meaning 
of Bible passages. The real tests of Dr. Bus- 
well’s interpretation are two. 1. Will it generate 
more faith in the Bible by himself and students. 
2. Will it lead to correct solutions to other 
scientific problems? The writer is in no position 
to answer the first question, but feels the second 
must be answered in the negative. 


Dr. Buswell is the result of the strife be- 
tween Christianity and unbelief in our scien- 
tific schools where most of the scientists reject 
Christ. If a young man is a Christian, in time 


(Continued on Page 21) 
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LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 15 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Ezekiel, Pastor Of His People 


Background Scripture: Ezekiel 1:1-3; 2; 24:15-18; 34 


Devotional Reading: Ezekiel 34:23-31 


The words “Pastor” and “Shepherd” are practically synonymous. All through the Bible we are 
compared to sheep and “The Lord is our Shepherd.” Jesus calls Himself the Good Shepherd, and 
says that the good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. Peter calls Him the Chief Shepherd. 
Jesus, after asking Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? told him to feed His sheep and His 
lambs. A good shepherd, and a good pastor, feeds the sheep, leads the sheep, comforts and helps 


the sheep. Ezekiel was a good shepherd and 
pastor of those who were among the captives 
by the river Chebar. While Jeremiah admin- 
istered so faithfully to those who were still in 
the homeland, his fellow laborer was pastor 
to those far from home. 


I. Two Requisites for a Pastor: Ezekiel 1:1-3. 


1. “I saw visions of God.” No man can be 
a true prophet, preacher, or pastor, until he 
has caught a vision of God. He is truly called 
to his work from above. The only way we can 
be good pastors is to catch a vision of the One 
Who is Shepherd of His people. We must fol- 
low as He leads. 


2. “And the hand of the Lord was there 
upon him.” The “hand of the Lord” means 
the power of the Lord. All those who have 
been good leaders of God’s people have had 
the “hand of the Lord” upon them. Think of 
how true this was of men like Moses and Joshua 
and Samuel and Nehemiah and especially the 
apostle Paul. 


When we catch a vision of God in His com- 
passion for men, and then have His hand of 
power resting upon us, we are fitted to be under- 
shepherds of the flock over which He has ap- 
pointed us. It is a great honor and a great 
responsibility to be called of God to this work. 


Il. The Work of a Pastor: Chapter 2. 


The work to which we are called may be 
very trying and difficult. Sheep are sometimes 
very hard to manage, especially when those 
“sheep” are men and women like those to 
whom Ezekiel ministered. “And he said unto 
me, Son of man, I send thee to the children 
of Israel, to a rebellious nation . . . for they 
are impudent children and stiff hearted.” Some- 
times being a pastor is delightful work, but 
sometimes, even in 1957, we have experiences 
which nearly break our hearts. These Israelites 
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who had been carried captive had not been 
transformed into saints by their chastisement. 
Their hearts were full of bitterness and re- 
bellion. Jeremiah wept as he pleaded with those 
who remained in the land, and Ezekiel was to 
find that his flock was just as hard to manage. 


He was not to soften or change his message 
because they did not like it. It was not his 
message. The Western Union messenger boy 
is not to open the telegram and change the 
message, but simply to deliver it. “I do send 
thee unto them: and thou shalt say unto them, 
Thus saith the Lord God. And they, whether 
they will hear, or whether they will forbear (for 
they are a rebellious house) yet shall know that 
there hath been a prophet among them.” 


He is not to be afraid of them, or their words, 
nor be dismayed by their looks. It was said 
of John Knox at his funeral, Here lies a man 
who never feared the face of man. The fear of 
men bringeth a snare, and some of us have 
been caught in this snare. Ezekiel was to be 
a man of courage as well as a pastor, for there 
are times when the faithful pastor has to speak 
words of admonition and warning, as well as 
words of comfort and encouragement. He is 
not to be rebellious and refuse to tell his people 
what God has spoken to him. 


Ezekiel is given a roll of a book and in this 
book were lamentations and mourning and woe. 


III. The Sorrow of a Pastor: 24:15-18. 


We can never completely sympathize with 
those who sorrow until we have “walked a mile 
with sorrow ourselves.” God said to him, Son 
of man, behold, I take away from thee the 
desire of thine eyes with a stroke: yet neither 
shalt thou mourn nor weep, neither shalt thy 
tears run down. So I spake unto the people in 
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the morning: and at even my wife died: and 
I did in the morning as I was commanded. 


In this great grief and rather strange com- 
mand Ezekiel is to become a “sign”: “according 
to all that he hath done shall ye do: and when 
this cometh, ye shall know that I am the Lord 
God.” God was going to take away the desire 
of their eyes, “and your sons and your daughters 
whom ye have left shall fall by the sword.” 
They were to do as the prophet had done. “Ye 
shall not mourn nor weep: but ye shall pine 
away for your iniquities and mourn one toward 
another.” 


I remember a very sad funeral in which I 
had a part. I tried to put myself in the place 
of the sorrowing parents but could not fully 
do so. There was present another minister, who 
had recently lost his wife, and as I saw his 
tears mingle with those of the bereaved ones 
I realized that only as we experience the heart- 
aches of our people can we fully sympathize 
with them. 


In this instance, however, Ezekiel is a most 
solemn warning to the people of the woes that 
would come upon them. “Jerusalem and its 
sanctuary are as dear to them as a wife to a 
husband: when they hear of its destruction, and 
the loss of their relatives, they too must bow 
in silence before God; it is His just judgment.” 
(New Bible Commentary) Just as Ezekiel had 
been commanded to hide his grief, so they were 
to bear the judgment which was coming upon 
them. 


IV. False Shepherds and the True Shepherd: 
Ezekiel 34. 


Chapter 34 is a severe denunciation of the 
false shepherds. In the tenth chapter of John 
Jesus calls them “hirelings”. “But he that is 
an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own 
the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and 
leaveth the sheep and fleeth: and the wolf 
catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep.” To 
be a false shepherd, to be a false prophet, is 
a most heinous sin. Let us notice some of the 
marks of a false shepherd. 


They feed themselves and not the flock. The 
conditions in the church just before the Ref- 
ormation and in England just before the Great 
Awakening under Wesley and Whitefield, were 
similar to those in Israel in the time of Ezekiel. 
It is a terrible thing to be “in the ministry” 
because we want an easy job with a good salary. 
The work of a real pastor is not easy. If he 
has his people, his sheep, “in his heart,” as Paul 
did, then he will find his work as pastor a 
heart-searching and a heart-breaking business 
at times, and at other times, a most interesting 
and joyous one, and richly rewarding. The joy 
of knowing that you have helped one soul in 
some emergency or season of sorrow is a deeply 
satisfying experience. If a man is trying to be 
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a pastor just to “feed himself,” then he had 
better get into some other sort of work where 
human hearts will not be depending upon him. 

These false shepherds not only fail to feed 
the sheep, but they fail in all the other duties 
of a true shepherd. The sheep are scattered 
and become the prey of wild beasts. God is 
going to hold them responsible for the welfare 
of their flock: He will require “my flock at 
their hand.” It grieves us to realize that we 
have some of these false shepherds in our midst 
today. They come out in strong opposition to 
the true shepherds. For instance, as I write 
these words, Billy Graham is in the midst of 
a great campaign in New York City. We would 
expect opposition from those who hate Christ 
and wallow in sin. The strange part is that 
some religious papers and religious leaders are 
criticizing and opposing. And yet it is not so 
strange after all. The religious leaders of Christ's 
time—the men who were supposed to be the 
“Shepherds of Israel”, were the very ones who 
opposed Him and persecuted Him. These leaders 
of our day who are not feeding the flock or 
caring for the sheep, would take the same atti- 
tude as the scribes and Pharisees of Jesus’ day 
took toward the Good Shepherd. 

God will do two things: first He will judge 
these false shepherds, and, second, He will 
“both search my sheep, and seek them out.” 
This is exactly what Jesus did when He was 
on earth: He came to seek and to save that 
which was lost. He told the stories of the Lost 
Sheep and the Lost Coin and the Lost Boy to 
illustrate His love and answer the question of 
the scribes and Pharisees as to why He ate with 
publicans and sinners. God tells Ezekiel in verse 
23, “And I will set up one shepherd over them, 
and he shall feed them, even my servant David; 
he shall feed them, and he shall be their shep- 
herd.” He is referring, of course, not to the 
actual David, who indeed was a shepherd, but 
to the Greater David, even Jesus Christ, the 
son of David according to the flesh. Peter calls 
Him “the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls” 
(I Peter 2:25). “And when the chief Shepherd 
shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory 
that fadeth not away.” In Hebrews 13:20 we 
read, “Now the God of peace, that bringeth 
again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great 
shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of 
the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in 
every good work to do his will, working in you 
that which is well pleasing in his sight, through 
Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and 
ever.” 

It is a glorious profession to be an under- 
shepherd of the Shepherd and Bishop of our 
souls. To seek the lost as He sought them; to 
feed the sheep as He fed those who followed 
Him. May He fit us to love as He loved and 
minister as He ministered, as good shepherds; 
as good pastors! 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR SEPTEMBER 15 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Opportunities Unlimited 


Scripture: Romans 12 


Suggested Hymns: 
“Give Of Your Best To The Master” 
“Jesus Calls Us: O’er The Tumult” 
“O Jesus, I Have Promised” 


Program Leader: 

In the program last week we reminded our- 
selves that “Man’s chief end is to glorify God 
and to enjoy Him forever.” After thinking about 
that proposition for a week, I am sure we can 
appreciate the truthfulness of it. The question 
which may have arisen in our minds is this, 
“How can we, as young people, glorify God?” 
Sometimes it seems that we live in an adult 
world. We may be tempted to think that we 
do not count for very much until we reach 
adulthood. If we are accustomed to thinking in 
this way, then it is also likely that we shall 
not feel very responsible about the way we 
live. When the Catechism states, “Man’s chief 
end is to glorify God...” it does not restrict 
that glorification to adults. This is our re- 
sponsibility too. It is also the chief end of 
young people to glorify God and to enjoy Him 
forever. There is a glory we can bring to God, 
and it is just as important to Him as if we 
were adults. As a matter of fact, if we do not 
learn to glorify and enjoy God while we are 
young, we are far less likely to glorify and enjoy 
Him when we reach full maturity. 


First Speaker: 

The first way a young person can glorify and 
enjoy God is to accept by faith the salvation 
He offers us in Jesus Christ. This is funda- 
mental. The Bible says, “Without faith it is 
impossible to please Him.” When God gave 
His only begotten Son to die for our sins, He 
did the most wonderful thing He could possibly 
have done for us. We glorify Him by accepting 
His gift. If we ignore His gift, we do Him the 
greatest possible dishonor. No amount of good 
intentions or good works can ever serve as a 
substitute for believing in Christ. Jesus said, 
“This is the work of God, that ye believe on 
him whom he hath sent.” 


If believing in Christ is fundamental to 
glorifying God, it is also fundamental to enjoy- 
ing Him. We cannot enjoy God until we have 
fellowship with Him . . . until we become mem- 
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bers of His family.. The only way to become 
members of His family is to believe in His Son 
for salvation. Jesus said, “No man cometh unto 
the Father but by me.” The Bible says of 
Christ, “But as many as received him, to them 
gave he power to become the sons of God, even 
to them that believe on his name.” 


This matter of receiving Christ and His sal- 
vation by faith is certainly something that young 
people can do. Statistics indicate that more 
persons receive Christ during the years of youth 
than any other age. Statistics also indicate that 
if a person passes by the years of youth with- 
out accepting Christ, it becomes increasingly 
unlikely that he ever will. The glory that comes 
to God through accepting His Son by faith is 
a contribution that is made especially by young 
people. The joy of experiencing salvation for 
the first time is an experience that is especially 
theirs. 


Second Speaker: 

The title for this program was announced 
s “Opportunities Unlimited,” and that is just 
what we have . . . unlimited opportunities for 
glorifying and enjoying God . . . when we dedi- 
cate our lives to His service. The first verse 
of the twelfth chapter of Romans, which was 
read as our Scripture, calls us to offer our 
bodies as a living sacrifice to the Lord. That 
is the kind of sacrifice He wants, and that is 
the kind of offering which glorifies Him. In 
Old Testament times God required a dead sac- 
rifice, signifying the price that had to be paid 
for sin and pointing forward to the death of 
the Lamb of God. Christ’s death made satis- 
faction once and for all. There is no longer a 
need for a dead sacrifice. Our God desires that 
we offer all of our living to Him. This is a way 
in which we can and must glorify Him every 
day of our lives. 


Sometimes we mistakenly think that only the 
religious service we render glorifies God. The 
Lord certainly wants us to attend church and 
Sunday School and do all we can to share in 
the work and worship of the church, but our 
service to the Lord does not end there. The 
Bible says, ““Whatsoever ye do in word or deed, 
do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God and the Father by him.” Also 

(Continued on Page 21) 
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Introduction and Approach 


For our study this month we have one section 
of Scripture to study, Matthew 7:1-12. It shall 
be our purpose to present background material 
for the Circle Bible teacher, so that she may be 
able to discuss this passage with her circle. It 
is suggested that the circle members may seek 
to apply the lesson to the particular realm of 
Christian citizenship, answering the question, 
“In what spirit do we act as Christian Citizens?” 


I. Context of Mt. 7:1-12. 


Having already presented an analysis of the 
passage in the outline of the lesson, we shall 
only view its context briefly. As can be seen 
from the outline, the portion of the Sermon on 
the Mount that is before us is the conclusion 
of the middle section of the Sermon. This is 
the division of the sermon in which the duties 
of the citizens of the Kingdom are set forth. 
There is a sense in which the sixth chapter rises 
to the climax of man’s duty to God. It culmi- 
nates in: “Seek ye first his Kingdom, and his 
righteousness; and all these things shall be added 
unto you.” This passage involves the indi- 
vidual’s relation with God. 


Now our Lord turns to the relation of the be- 
liever to others. Here again He builds to the 
climax, which is expressed in the closing verse 
of our section, the “Golden Rule.” Thus we 
see that just as the Old Testament had dealt 
with the duty of man under the two heads, 
duty to God and duty to man, so also our Lord 
treats the whole duty of the citizen of the King- 
dom under these same two divisions. This serves 
to teach us that there is a basic unity exhibited 
throughout the whole Bible. 


Il. Mt. 7: 1-12 


I. Duties Regarding Others — Love Humbly 
and Wisely - Mt. 7:1-6 


A. Caution Regarding the judging of others. 
1. Prohibition from Judging Mt. 7:1. 


As Jesus has been dealing with the ethics of 
the citizens it might be natural that one who 
finds himself a citizen of such a Kingdom would 
tend to look upon others in a censorious way. 
There is always the tendency in all of us to 
pull our skirts about us and look upon others 
as not being as good as we are. This danger 
is especially prevalent for those who have, by 
God’s Grace, been lifted from this world of 
sin. The Christian is different from the world, 
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because of the grace of God. This fact is the 
source of a very real problem for the Christian. 
He is faced with the danger of thinking himself 
better than others. It is in the face of this 
danger that Jesus gives a timely warning against 
judging others. In giving the warning He uses 
very strong language, “Judge not, that ye be 
not judged.” 


To see just what this prohibition means, it 
will be well to look first at what it does not 
mean. As we shall see from this very passage, 
the prohibition is not to be taken as though 
it did not permit any judging whatsoever. The 
fact is that the Christian has the constant duty 
of distinguishing between right and wrong. He 
must constantly judge sin, and pronounce the 
judgment of God against all sin. Of course 
it will be seen immediately that this is quite 
different from a man setting himself up as 
judge of what is right and wrong. The Chris- 
tian who judges sin on the basis of the Word 
of God is not in fact the judge. Rather it is 
God who has pronounced His verdict against 
sin, and the Christian is just the spokesman 
of God in such cases. 


A second thing that the prohibition does 
not mean is that the Christian cannot serve 
as a public judge, or as a member of a jury, 
or as a member of a church court. The eccle- 
siastical and state courts are ordained of God 
for the preservation of peace. Judges were ap- 
pointed and approved in the Bible, and thus 
this passage cannot be construed as condemn- 
ing this office. The Christian should never use 
this verse to avoid his duty to judge in an official 
capacity, either in the church or in the state. 


If all of this is true, what does Jesus mean 
by this command? It seems clear that it has 
reference to personal censorious judgment. We 
are not to be hasty in making personal judg- 
ments of others. We are not to speak evil 
against our neighbors (See James 4:11-12). We 
are not to set a brother at naught (Rom. 14:10). 
Certainly we are not to judge the hearts and 
motives of others. This is God’s prerogative 
and not ours. We may have to judge the actions 
of another, but we should be careful not to 
presume to be able to judge the motives. Finally, 
we certainly cannot make pronouncements re- 
garding the final destiny of a person. This 
again belongs to God and to Him alone. 





2. Reason Mt. 7:2 


. that ye be not judged. For with the 
same judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: 
and with what measure ye mete, it shall be 
measured unto you.” 


Jesus backs his warning against judging with 
the universally recognized law of retaliation. 
If a person judges another for a wrong, and 
he is found guilty of the same thing, then by 
his own mouth he is judged. Paul uses this 
same argument in Romans 2. It should be 
realized that severity on our part does not 
necessarily indicate purity. Far too often the 
very person who is most outspoken against a 
sin is guilty of the same or a worse transgres- 
sion. The basic lesson for all is that we should 
be charitable towards others and severe with 
ourselves. 


B. Caution regarding the correction of others. 
Mt. 7:3-6. 


1. Not all are fit to correct others, without 
self correction. Mt. 7:3-5. 


Having dealt with the matter of the sin of 
judging others, Jesus now moves to the opposite 
duty of correcting or reproving others. It should 
be seen that this has particular reference to 
the correction of a fellow Christian, a brother. 
That this is a duty of the Christian is seen in 
the concluding command: “. . . cast out first 
the beam out of thine own eye: and then shalt 
thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of 
thy brother’s eye.” 


The same danger that confronts the Chris- 
tian who is tempted to judge another faces 
him when he should help a fellow Christian 
with a correction of error. He must first ex- 
amine himself lest he have far greater errors 
of his own. Above all he must avoid the 
Pharisaic attitude of thinking himself better 
than his brother. After all, the very fact that 
he is a Christian is a gift to him, an undeserved 
gift of grace. There is nothing good in any 
of us that deserves the grace of God. We all 
deserve only the wrath and curse of God, and 
yet He in His rich and plenteous mercy has 
provided a full salvation in Christ Jesus, which 
is offered freely to all. Even the fact that we 
have accepted and received this salvation by 
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156 FIFTH AVENUE, 


faith is due to the sovereign mercy of God. 
Our very faith is a gift of God (Eph. 2:8-9). 
What have we to boast of save the death of 
Christ on the Cross? 


The exact nature of the sin represented by 
the beam is not clear. It may be that it is 
the same kind of sin as the mote, or it may 
be some other sin of a more serious nature. 
If it is the same kind of sin, then we learn 
that we should be more severe with our own 
sins than with those of our brethren. We should 
judge ourselves with severity and our neighbor 
with charity. Perhaps it is not the same sin, 
but as verse four suggests it is the sin of pride 
that plagues the reprover, and which must be 
cast out before he can help his brother. How 
important it is that we examine ourselves be- 
fore we seek to correct others! Let us all re- 
member that our very position of being Chris- 
tians comes by the grace of God. Actually the 
ability to cast out the beam from our own 
eye is an ability granted by God to us. He 
alone is able to remove sin from us, and any 
ability that we may have to do so comes from 
Him. Notice how Jesus addresses the individual 
in these verses, using “thou” instead of “ye.” 
Also it should be seen that the recognition of 
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a beam in our own eye does not excuse us 
from the duty of correcting the brother. Our 
duty is first to cast it out, and then to remove 
the mote from our brother’s eye. The work of 
reproving a brother belongs only to the Chris- 
tian who does it out of love for his neighbor 
and in an attitude of true humility. 


2. Not all are fit to receive correction Mt. 7:6 


Having treated the matter of judging others, 
and warned of the error of being too quick 
to judge or correct others, Jesus now gives a 
warning against going to the opposite extreme. 
He says, “Give not that which is holy unto 
dogs, neither cast your pearls before swine...” 
Just exactly what He meant by this is difficult 
to ascertain. It may have reference to the 
preaching of the glorious gospel of Christ, which 
is certainly “that which is holy.” If so, how do 
we reconcile it with those other passages that 
command the preaching of this Gospel to all 
the world, to every creature? One possible ex- 
planation is found in the idea that the com- 
mands to preach to all means that the Gospel 
is to be presented to all, but that it is not 
proper to press the Gospel upon those who 
openly reject it and blaspheme Christ, since 





PAGE 17 









they simply trample it under foot. In other 
words the duty of the Christian is to present 
a simple straightforward witness. It is not his 
task to convert his hearers. That is the work 
of the Holy Spirit. We are simply to be true 
witnesses. This is not to rule out all discussion 
about the Gospel, or even debate, but it would 
seem to rule out entering into strife and con- 
tention with those who openly reject and blas- 
pheme. This calls for a most cautious exercise 
of discretion on our parts. How we need the 
wisdom of God in such cases! 


It may be that this passage does not have 
reference to the basic preaching of the Gospel, 
but more specifically refers to the matter of 
correction or reproof. ‘The context would seem 
to favor this interpretation. In this view the 
simple teaching is that such correction by a 
Christian is to be exercised only towards a 
fellow Christian. The terms “dogs” and “swine” 
were commonly used by the Jews of that time 
to refer to Gentiles or pagans. In other words, 
the Christian ought not to try to reprove the 
non-Christian since he will not accept it, but 
turn against him. A case in point is that of 
John the Baptist’s correction of Herod, who in 
turn imprisoned him and eventually executed 
him. Certainly the Christian must stand for 
the truth as John did, and yet he must be as 
wise as a serpent and as harmless as a dove. 
His witness may bring martyrdom, but he is 
not to court martyrdom. Again, what wisdom 
we need to know when and how to speak! 


II. Means of Obtaining the Necessary Grace 
7:7-11 

A. The Duty of Petition Mt. 7:7. 

How instructive it is that in the face of the 
difficulties arising from the commands, not 
to judge, and yet to be discriminating, Jesus 
gives the commandment to pray. Just as we 
might find ourselves overcome with the diffi- 
culties of the Christian life Jesus graciously pro- 
vides the means whereby we may obtain the 
grace of God to help us out of this and every 
difficulty, namely, prayer. It is interesting to 
see that He commands that we pray. It is not 
just a command to pray, but a command to 
make petition: “Ask,” “Seek,” “Knock.” Note 
the simplicity. We are not told to whom to 
pray, or for what. These are understood. Of 
course all prayer is to be addressed to God. 
It is not until verse 11 that He is mentioned, 
and then under the personal title of “Father.” 
This title indicates those to whom the promises 
of this passage are addressed. According to 
other portions of the New Testament only those 
who have accepted Christ as personal Saviour 
are called the children of God, and thus only 
these can truly call upon God as “Father.” (See 
John 1:12; 8:39,44; Rom. 8:9-17.) In other 
words the duty of petition is laid upon every 
Christian, and together with this duty, is the 
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sure promise of the Word of God that our 
petitions will be heard and answered. 

B. Assurance of Answers to our Prayers 

Mt. 7:8-11. 

Jesus condescends even further and gives argu- 
ents to assure us of the fact that God will 
answer our prayers. The threefold argument 
that He gives is one from the lesser to the 
greater. If our earthly parents, who are evil, 
know how to give good gifts, how much more 
does our Heavenly Father, who is good, know 
how to answer us with that which is really 
good. In these arguments there is a hint of 
the fact that the answer God gives may not 
always be what we ask, but it will be what the 
all wise God knows is best for us. This is seen 
in the comparison between the stone and the 
loaf, between the serpent and the fish. Notice 
further that the promise of Jesus does not neces- 
sarily say that God answers with just what we 
ask. “How much more shall your Father who 
is in heaven give good things to them that ask 
him?” The important thing in prayer is not 
that we receive what we think we should have, 
but rather that we submit ourselves unto God 
and to His will, receiving the good that He 
would bestow upon us. The basic sin of man 
was that of pride, and the desire to be self 
sufficient without God. In prayer the Christian 
returns to the recognition of his true dependence 
upon God as His Creator and Sustainer. Thus 
the attitude of prayer is a basic duty of the 
Christian. Not only is it a duty, but also it is 
a privilege, for we do have the blessed assurance 
that God hears and answers prayer. 

C. Implications 

1. Christ is different from other men. 

It is significant to see the way in which Jesus 
distinguishes Himself from the rest of mankind. 
“If ye being evil . . . how much more shall your 
Father ...” Though Jesus came as a man and 
was identified with the human race, so that 
He could take our sins upon Himself, yet He 
was not a partaker of our sins. He was tempted 
in all points, yet without sin. Even in giving 
the Lord’s Prayer He does not join His disciples 
in the prayer, but gives the instruction, “After 
this manner therefore pray ye...” Though He 
was truly man, He was not just man. He was 
more than man. He was also God. Thus it is 
that we acknowledge Him as “both God and 
man in two distinct natures and one Person 
forever.” 

2. Manifestation of God’s Grace. 

Notice that according to the teaching of Jesus 
here in the Sermon on the Mount all men are 
sinners by nature. All are undeserving of the 
blessings of God. Yet, in the face of this, He 
speaks of God as Father of sinners. As we have 
already indicated, this terminology applies to 
the relationship of Christians only. Think of 
the grace of God in the Gospel that would grant 
us that privilege of being counted the very 
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children of God, even after our wicked rebellion. 
The Apostle John in his first epistle can only 
exclaim over this blessing: “Behold what man- 
ner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, 
that we should be called the sons of God...” 
(I John 3:1). 


III. Summation of the Law - The Golden Rule 
Mt. 7:12 
As we come to this twelfth verse we are com- 
ing to the concluding verse of the middle divi- 
sion of the Sermon. This section, as we have 
seen, deals with the duties of the citizens of 
the Kingdom. Our whole duty is stated in the 
law, and this portion of the sermon has been 
an exposition of this law. This verse is the 
conclusion of this section that has dealt with 
the duty of man to man. As such it summarizes 
the whole of the Second Table of the Law. It 
has often been called the “Golden Rule.” Cer- 
tainly if we would practice this law, there 
would be a different world. 


Notice that Jesus speaks of it as a summation 
of the law and the prophets. Elsewhere He 
summarizes this same law in the law of love. 
“Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself (Lev. 
19:18; Mt. 22:28). There the commandment 
refers to the attitude of heart, whereas the 
verse before us speaks of our practice and action. 
James expresses the relation of the two thus: 
“Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, 
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deluding your own selves” (James 1:22). Truly 
if we would observe this commandment, both 
in attitude and in deed, we would see a world 
changed by the impact of the Gospel. 


Stier comments on this passage: “He who thus 
loves, has fulfilled the law, the whole law, for 
the fulfillment of the second table is only pos- 
sible through the fulfillment of the first - who 
can love independently of God? The command- 
ment requires love out of a pure heart, a pure 
heart comes only through a good conscience, 
and a good conscience only through a faith 
unfeigned - in the fulfilling grace of the great 
Fulfiller in us.” (I Tim. 1:15). 


Conclusion 

We might do well to summarize the teach- 
ings of this whole passage with the outline that 
Stier suggests. He sees the whole middle section 
of the Sermon approaching this last verse as 
the ultimate goal of discipleship, namely, pure 
love towards our neighbors. But as Jesus draws 
toward the conclusion of this section, He warns 
us regarding our attitude toward our neighbors. 
It is not to be an attitude of judgment, but of 
humble and wise love. This can be obtained 
only through prayer, which He assures us God 
will answer. Finally, the compendium of the 
whole middle portion of the sermon is found in 
the words of this 12th verse. May God help 
us to apply His Word to our own lives! 
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A Revival That Continues 


Great blessing was enjoyed by the congregation 
of the 2% year-old Pearl Presbyterian Church of 
Jackson, Miss., during April 8-14 of this year, 
when Rev. John H. Knight, of Smyrna Presby- 
terian Church, Smyrna, Georgia, led the church’s 
first revival meeting. 


Thrilling singing characterized the meeting all 
week. Heavy attendance filled the church night 
by night, as the experienced evangelist, veteran 
of more than fifty revivals in twelve states, 
preached soul-convicting, powerful messages cen- 
tered about the Biblical themes of man’s awful 
ruin in sin, and God’s perfect remedy in Christ. 


During the week, five persons came forward to 
indicate their trust in Christ, by profession or 
rededication, when the Gospel invitation was ex- 
tended. The congregation was deeply grateful to 
God for these changed lives. Hindsight has shown 
that great as were the mercies of God to us 
during the revival week, greater things were still 
to come. Many persons have been added to the 
young church in the months that have followed, 
most of them dating their interest in the decision 
from the revival days. Not accurately measurable 
by men, but nonetheless to be observed, has been 
the renewed interest in and zeal for the worship 
of the Lord’s House, an increased use of the means 
of grace, and a greater unity of mind and heart 
and purpose among all. For all these things we 
give thanks to Him whose hand is not shortened, 


eo it cannot save nor His ear heavy that it cannot 
ear. 





ALABAMA 


Piedmont — Mr. Kenneth Treadaway, a graduate 
of Spring Garden High School, Spring Garden, Ala- 
bama, appeared before the Session of Carmel Pres- 
byterian Church and made known his intentions 
of preparing himself for the ministry. 


Mr. Treadaway is the second young man from 
historical Carmel Presbyterian Church to offer him- 
self for the ministry. 


The Session has conveyed Mr. Treadaway’s in- 
tentions to the North Alabama Presbytery and re- 
quested that he be placed under the care of 
Presbytery. 





LOUISIANA 


New Orleans—Fred Dykhuizen of New Orleans, 
an elder of Lakeview Presbyterian Church, was 
elected vice-president of Blue Ridge Assembly of 
the Southern Young Men’s Christian Association, 
on August 3, at a meeting of the board of directors 
in Blue Ridge, N. C 





Port Gibson—The Presbyterian Church of this 
city will celebrate its 150th anniversary September 
15-22 with a pageant depicting the history of the 
church organization from the time that three mis- 
sionaries from South Carolina trudged over the 
wilderness trail—Natchez Trace—in the year 1800, 
and built the little log church in 1807 on a bluff 
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overlooking Bayou Pierre, about four miles south- 


reat of Port Gibson, on to the present year of 


The celebration will begin with the Sunday 
services, Sept. 15, Dr. T. B. Hay, a former pastor 
of the church, preaching the sermon. The week’s 
observance will be-closed by a sermon from Dr, 


Wm. M. Elliott, Jr., Moderator of the General 
Assembly. 





Change of Address: Rev. T. P. Horger, Jr., t 
702 Prather Circle, Clinton, S. C. 





MISSISSIPPI 


Jackson—Belhaven College announces the ap- 
pointment of Mrs. Gladys Ray Bueler to the po- 
sition of field representative for the school. 


Mrs. Bueler will be available for personal con- 
ferences with prospective students, their parents, 
school officials and anyone else desiring informa- 
tion about Belhaven, and will keep in contact with 


alumni groups and help them with organizational 
matters. 


Mrs. Bueler will travel throughout Mississippi 
and surrounding states. She comes to Jackson from 
Colorado, where she was employed as secretary 
to the president of Colorado College. She is a 
graduate of Peabody Conservatory of Music, Bal- 
timore, Maryland. 





NORTH CAROLINA 


Statesville—A Mission Caravan of twelve young 
people of Concord Presbytery and four adult lead- 
ers left on August 6 to fly to Mexico to visit 
Mexican Presbyterian youth in nine cities, for 
sixteen days. 


The group flew from Charlotte by Eastern Air 
Lines, leaving at 9:55 in the morning, and arriving 
in Mexico City in time for supper. They are re- 
turning by plane on August 23. 


The Rev. Fred R. Stair, Jr., pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church at Hickory, conductor of the 
Caravan, stated, “This is not a sight-seeing jaunt; 
this is a Caravan of American Presbyterian youth 
to Mexican Presbyterian youth; our group is seri- 
ous about World Missions and they feel they are 
= both for our country and for our 

rist.” 


The itinerary includes seeing Mexico City; at- 
tending a church service and a youth social in 
Toluca; visiting the hospital and student hostel, 
going to a youth service and a party at Morelia; 
seeing a rural Bible School at Zitacuaro; and 
visiting a seminary at Coyoacan. 


The tour was officially approved and sponsored 
by the Board of World Missions, and details and 
itinerary were worked out by the missionaries in 
Mexico. Finances were partially provided by groups 
of the Women of the Church of Concord Presby- 
tery and by some Sunday School classes and local 
churches. The young people themselves have borne 
a large part of the expenses. 
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All but one of the young people on tour are 
high school seniors in their local schools. The six 
boys and six girls were selected by a committee 
of young people and adult advisers of the Senior 
High Fellowship of Concord Presbytery, from a 
group of over thirty applicants. 


Those who are making the trip are: Robert L. 
Shuping, Salisbury; Lovette Teeter, Mooresville; 
Steve Davis, Kannapolis; Henry Sides, Concord, 
James Maxwell, Morganton; Tommy Southall, 
Statesville; Doris Brown, Davidson; Peggy Mc- 
Geachy, Statesville: Linda Goodman, Salisbury; 
Tally Carpenter, Valdese; Jane Thomasson, Salis- 
bury; and Judy McCall, Spencer. 


In addition to Mr. Stair, other leaders with the 
Caravan are: Mrs. Fred Stair, Hickory; Miss Ann 
McMichael, Area Worker for Concord Presbytery 
and Winston-Salem Presbytery; and the Rev. Wood- 
row McKay, Assistant Pastor of the First Presby- 
terian Church, Salisbury. 





SOUTH CAROLINA 


Clinton—Presbyterian College has received ap- 
proval from the Community Facilities Administra- 
tion, of a $250,000 loan for the construction of a 
new student center on the campus. The former 
residence now used as a student center will be 
razed and the new building will occupy the same 
site. 





The Sun and the Moon Stood Still 
(Continued from Page 10) 


the growth of spiritual life wins out. The 
anthropologist is now speaking about the influ- 
ence of science on Christian philosophy. In 
time he will shorten his chronology, as Dr. 
Albright has done, and speak of the influence 
of Christianity upon science. 


The writer knows of nothing against Dr. 
Buswell’s Christian character, but has selected 
him as a concrete example because he claims 
to be a conservative in a conservative Christian 
college. We pray that God’s Spirit will lead 
him aright. 

It would be highly interesting to know Dr. 


Buswell’s opinion on the FLOOD and _ the 
LONG DAY in Joshua. 





In the Presence of God 


An old minister of a small church in a country 
town had one day in his audience a very distin- 
guished statesman. To the surprise of the con- 
gregation, the service went on as usual, and the 
old minister preached with his accustomed earn- 
estness and plainness. 


At the close of the service several members 
of the congregation gathered about him and asked: 

“Did you notice that we had a distinguished 
visitor today? Why, that was a member of the 
cabinet, but you did not seem to be at all em- 
barrassed. Z 


Thereupon the old man replied: 

“I have been preaching in the presence of Al- 
mighty God for forty years, and do you think that, 
with Him as one of my constant hearers, any man 
can embarrass me by his presence?” 
—Evangelical Visitor 
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Young People’s Department 
(Continued from Page 14) 


it is written, “Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, 
as to the Lord, and not unto men.” God makes 
no provision for a division between sacred and 
secular departments in our lives. Everything 
we do is important to Him. We do not glorify 
God to the fullest until every thought, word, 
and deed is dedicated to His glory. This is the 
ideal. We may not reach it, but we should 
certainly work toward it. 


This kind of life we have been describing 
means giving up self-interest for God-interest. 
It is a matter of losing everything in order to 
gain everything. It is the way of true joy. Jesus 
said, “Whosoever will save his life shall lose it: 
and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall 
find it.” We do not really begin to enjoy God 
with that joy which will last forever until we 
surrender our lives .. . all of our living... 
to Him. 
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“AMERICAN CALVINISM: A Survey.” Jacob 
T. Hoogstra, editor. Baker Book House. $2.50. 





The reports of last summer’s Calvinistic Con- 
ference are now in print. The conference was 
sponsored by the Calvinistic Action Committee and 
held at Calvin College, Grand Rapids, June 20-21, 
1956. 


This is neither the first conference of its sort 
nor the first to have its articles published for 
the benefit of adherents of the Calvinistic faith 
in Presbyterian and Reformed bodies. This par- 
ticular conference was called to discuss the status 
of Calvinism today and its prospects for the future. 
The purpose of the conference was ably met by 
the comprehensive and stimulating papers read 
to the members, as well as by the provocative dis- 
cussions that followed. Representatives were pres- 
ent from Northern Presbyterian, Southern Presby- 
terian, Orthodox Presbyterian, United Presby- 
terian, Reformed, Christian Reformed, and Hun- 
garian Reformed Churches. The publication of 
these reports will enable us to evaluate and ap- 
preciate our heritage, responsibilities, and _ testi- 
mony as Calvinists in our contemporary situation. 


The plan of the book is to touch on the main 
points of Calvinistic history in this country’s past, 
then to cover the status of Calvinism in the various 
denominations in different geographical areas. 
Finally, the prospects of Calvinism with respect 
to theology and education are presented. A most 
valuable feature is the stenographical reporting of 
the discussions—and sometimes disagreements — 
that followed most of the papers. 


These published reports should be obtained and 
read by Southern Presbyterians for two main rea- 
sons. First, they are an illuminating commentary 
on the confusion in the minds of many as to what 
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Calvinism is in the modern theological situation. 
Are Calvinists bound to the orthodoxy of the 
creeds, or do neo-orthodox movements within our 
circles demand a revision of our standards? To 
what extent may a confessional Church enter into 
ecumenical conversations? Why is the doctrinal 
knowledge of our people slipping? Is Calvinism a 
theological system, an approach to life, or a world- 
and-life view? May one legitimately be termed a 
Calvinist who rejects the sovereignty of God, the 
infallibility of Scripture, or any part of the ortho- 
dox Reformed creeds? 


Secondly, we should be acquainted with the at- 
titudes towards Calvinism in our own Southern 
Presbyterian Church. Dr. J. Moody McDill, pastor 
of the Fondren Church, Jackson, Miss., in his ec- 
clesiastical survey of the Southern region, reports 
that Calvinism is in disrepute in our denomination 
because the “preceding generation of older min- 
isters’”’ were “rigidly dogmatic”? Calvinists whose 
theology was “dull, narrow, provincial, and unre- 
lated to modern concerns.” Moreover, he feels 
that the Fundamentalists, many of whom are “high- 
ly neurotic personalities,” with their ‘‘closed logi- 
cal system which supplies a pat answer and a de- 
fensive structure against the inner insecurity of 
unadmitted doubts” have been the cause for many 
in our church to reject Calvinism as “bunk.” 


Dr. McDill quotes many of the leaders, theology 
professors, and seminary presidents of the South- 
ern Presbyterian Church to the effect that our 
church’s position is now “middle-of-the-road Cal- 
vinism.” As far as High Calvinism is concerned 
—that is, the faith of Calvin, Warfield, and the 
seventeenth century theologians—one of Dr. Mc- 
Dill’s sources said that it is hardly to be found 
now in our circles. “I do not know a professor 
of theology in our seminaries—I mean technically 
of theology—who is a High Calvinist, though I 
do know one who is not a Calvinist.”” Our ministers 
and teachers, as one Columbia Seminary professor 
indicated, now have difficulty accepting the Cal- 
vinistic doctrines of double predestination and 
Covenant theology. All in all, we are led to think 
that Southern Presbyterians accept only a modified 
type of Calvinism, avoiding the so-called disputed 
points and the stress on God’s unconditional! de- 
crees. Students now are more concerned with the 
methods of Calvin than with his theology. Calvin 
is studied today more for the historical interest 
than for his exposition of the Word of God. One 
seminary professor, in regard to Berkhof’s Sys- 
tematic Theology, described it as so dull and nar- 
row that he abandoned it as a textbook: “Its most 
serious difficulty is its spinning out a theological 
scheme almost thoroughly unrelated to our time.” 


To put it mildly, Dr. McDill’s chapter is dis- 
appointing and abysmally confusing. Many ques- 
tions come to an honest mind as he reads this 
section. We are compelled to ask such questions 
as: Is Dr. McDill’s evaluation in this report marked 
by sujectivity or objectivity? Why should his 
sources desire to hide behind anonymity and fear 
to be quoted? What does Dr. McDill mean by 
“High Calvinism”? Does he equate a High Cal- 
vinism with the theology of the Confession of 
Faith? If High Calvinism is to be equated with 
the theology of the Confession of Faith, do we not 
have then in the Southern Presbyterian Church a 
large number of perjurers and frauds? If the 
terrible trend he pictures is accurate then is it 
not imperative that some official notice be taken 
concerning the doctrinal dishonesty involved in the 
creedal affirmations required by our church? 


The time has come for us to be forthright in 
regards to the official confessional Standards of 
our Church. Every Southern Presbyterian minister 
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has taken a solemn vow that he accepts the system 
set forth in these Standards. These vows have 
been voluntary and without coercion. For this 
reason we regret that Dr. McDill fails to recognize 
the dishonesty involved in an attitude of “rebellion, 
covert or open conflict, and deep seated revulsion 
toward the oppressive restrictions of the straight- 
jacket concept of Calvinism.” 


If Dr. McDill’s portrait of the theological land- 
scape in the Southern Region is accurate then it 
is time for our church to pray for a revival of 
common honesty on the part of her standard- 
bearers. 


Dr. M. Eugene Osterhaven provides a satisfac- 
tory solution to Dr. McDill’s pessimistic outlook. 
He cites Dr. Paul T. Fuhrmann who was at one 
time a critic of Calvinism and was in the habit 
of turning his nose up at Calvin, but one day in 
the providence of God Fuhrmann decided to make 
the “titanic effort to read a few pages of Calvin” 
himself. As a result Fuhrmann confessed, “That 
day the writer discovered a new world and became 
suddenly aware that the current notion of Calvin 
was purely imaginary. He realized that many 
modern theologians have, though unconsciously, 
used Calvin as a scarecrow in order to have us 
throw ourselves in their arms and keep us there 
in slavish admiration of their own teachings.” 
Fuhrmann was converted by a first hand study of 
Calvin. We believe that there would be more 
conversion if our ministers would read Calvin’s 
own works instead of his critics. 


In a discussion group following one of the papers 
presented, Dr. Osterhaven made a comment on 
Karl Barth that should be interesting to our read- 
ers. “We must have the liberty to speak frankly 
the virtues and vices of Barth. But among his 
virtues is not that he is a Calvinist. When he 
talks Calvinism he does not mean what Calvin 
meant, especially on the atonement and its im- 
plications. Barth is not Calvinistic. There 
never was such a stubborn universalist.” 


This book should be read carefully by all min- 
isters holding to the Reformed Faith. We are 
grateful to Baker Book House for making this 


volume available. 
John R. Richardson 





HOW TO BE AN EFFECTIVE SUNDAY 
SCHOOL TEACHER. C. B. Eavey. Zondervan. 
$1.00. 


This book is to awaken prospective and actual 
Sunday School teachers to a sense of need for 
never-ending preparation. It suggests ways ‘In 
which every Sunday School teacher should always 
be preparing. It indicates necessity for the teach- 
ers considering the pupil and the nature of his 
learning when he is preparing to teach. The author 
shows how the means or methods may vary but 
the message and the needs of men are unchanging. 
There are 8 constructive chapters in this volume. 





JOB—BENEATH THE SURFACE, Volume II. 
$3 Earnest Wendt. Greenwich Book Publishers. 
3.00. 


Probing deeply into the Old Testament account 
of Job beleaguered by his unbelieving “friends” 
and into the New Testament revelation of the 
Second Job who took man’s sins upon His blame- 
less Self, Mr. Wendt warns that the true Christian 
today must stand steadfast in his faith. How each 
of us can profit by the lesson of Job and his 
family and be saved, what evils we must eschew 
in the testing of the nations—all this is set down 
with staunch adherence to the Word by the author. 
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FOR YOU! The New Distinctively 


Evangelical One-Volume Commentary 


THE NEW 
BIBLE 
COMMEN- 
TARY 


The Newest, Finest 
Fully Up-to-Date Con- 
servative Bible Com- 
mentary for the Gen- 
eral Bible Reader. 


You will thrill to this 
wonderful new work 
for reference and study 


“One of the most important religious works to be 
published in our generation, the entire volume breathes 
an atmosphere of freshness, of new approaches, of the 
emthusiastic desire to get at the meaning of the text.’’ 


Dr. Wilbur M. Smith 
MORE THAN 1200 PAGES 
ON THE ENTIRE BIBLE $7% 
FIFTY OUTSTANDING WRITERS 


THE 


SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
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THE BURDEN OF HA’DARCH. Florence E. 
Miller. Greenwich Book Publishers, Inc. $2.50. 


This book is a call to the churches to repent. 
The author believes that many churches are not 
doing their work of salvation but are actually whis- 
pering the false promises of the Deceiver. 





LEARNING TOGETHER IN THE CHRISTIAN 
oo Sara Little. John Knox Press. 


This volume presents stirring ideas on what the 
group does to an individual and vice versa. There 
is a discussion of 15 ways to conduct group study. 
The emphasis is on Bible study. Throughout this 
volume the reader feels the New Testament ideal 
of the Christian fellowship that binds its members 
together in study and service. 





LAYMEN AT WORK. George Stoll. Albert L. 
Meiburg. Abingdon Press. $1.75. 


_In this volume the reader will find plans to help 
him meet the needs of the inmates of institutions, 
the offenders of social law, and the growing lives 
of parentless people in his community. He will 
see the unlimited possibilities for service in his 
own town. He will be inspired to act and know 
how to act. This volume also offers a new interest 
to men who seriously hunger for fresh adventures 
in the Christian cause. 





ASK THE MASTER. Gwen Boyd. Greenwich 
Book Publishers, Inc. $3.00. 


This volume consists of sermonettes for important 
occasions and the trials of daily living. Interwoven 
throughout this book and developed in a special 
Section is a story of our Lord’s last days upon 
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earth. This volume is a guide to Christian medi- 
tation, devotions and love. 





THE REFORMED PULPIT—Volume I. Society 
for Reformed Publications. $2.00. 


The Reformed churches seek to give preaching 
the emphasis which it received when the New 
Testament was written. This volume contains 14 
sermons by Reformed ministers. They are superior 
to most sermonic productions of our day. This 
volume should be a means of grace to many. 





52 VARIETIES OF PROGRAMS FOR ALL OC- 
CASIONS. T. C. Gardner. Zondervan. 35c. 


This little book offers suggestions on how to 
vary programs in order that each program will be 
interesting, inspiring and dynamic. The variations 
are for general use. The program material used 
by church organizations, the author realizes 
must be Christ-centered, Bib'e-ccntered, anc evun- 
gelistically undergirded. 





SKITS AND STUNTS, Number Two. Vernon 
Howard. Zondervan. 50c. 


This book has been carefully planned to provide 
wholesome entertainment material for a wide va- 
riety of occasions. The skits and stunts, panto- 
mines and quips will add zest to the birthday party, 
the anniversary celebration, the barbeque or picnic 
or for whatever occasion good comedy is desired. 





Five Billion Dollars 


The amount of money spent for alcoholic bev- 
erages in the United States in 1956 represents 
about 15% of the much publicized Eisenhower 
budget. It seems impossible, but it is true. 


If just one-half of the money spent on alcoholic 
beverages (which would be about $5,000,000,000) 
should be made available for temperance work in 
the United States, it would... 


@ Put a well trained temperance educational di- 
rector at the disposal of every state department 
of education. 


@ Make available a well equipped temperance edu- 
cation director to work with the churches in each 
state. 


@ Provide a well trained worker for every state 
temperance organization in America. 


@ Establish 25 one-million dollar alcoholic re- 
habilitation farms in the U. S. 


@® Prepare and provide temperance text books for 
every public school in the U. S.. 


@ Pay $50,000,000 for TV temperance pragrams. 
—Temperance Action 





When the Wets Are Dry! 


In one of his great speeches, the late Senator 
William E. Borah of Idaho once said: “The man 
in the automobile may be opposed to the 18th 
Amendment, but he will instantly discharge a 
drinking chauffeur. The train may be crowded 
with delegates to the anti-prohibition convention, 
but they would mob the engineer who would take 
a drink while drawing his precious freight. Where 
Safety is involved, we are all drys.” —Exchange. 
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Any Book listed below sent free and postpaid for one NEW 
Subscription to The Journal ($3.00 per year) sent us before 
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